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an historical institution at the  date of the federal
revision, only obtained 19 votes against 69.

The compulsory referendum found an ardent sup-
porter in M. Scherer. " The veto," he said, " merely
confers the power of refusal. Failure to say No is
regarded as tantamount to acquiescence in every-
thing. This system, therefore, counts the indolent
on the one hand, while on the other it has the effect
of rousing the passions of the rest of the population,
who possess more energy and activity. The refer-
endum is a most effective method of politically
educating the citizen. In order to give his vote
he must necessarily study the questions at issue,
and make up his mind whether any particular law
is framed in the best interests of the country, and
whether the time is ripe for introducing a law of
this kind. The political societies, the press, and the
government messages which will be attached to the
bills, will provide excellent opportunities for the
citizen to get information and instruction. Finally,
it is quite in harmony with the spirit of republi-
canism that the representatives of the people should
explain to their constituents the motives which in-
duced them to support any particular proposal, and
should, moreover, be able to do so without incurring
any loss of prestige."

" The referendum should be preferred to the veto,
then, because it makes the citizen think, because it
r contributes to his self-respect, and because it com-
bats that indolence which is the great danger of
republicanism. It will have this further advantage,
that we shall make fewer laws, but that they will